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Mothers ofMothers of
NormandyNormandy

In 1946  Maurice Renaud hugs the cross of a fallen soldier who died in the liberation of Normandy.
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A gathering was held last week at the home of Locust Valley residents Cathy and
Douglas Soref to preview a documentary film which is now in production, celebrating
the life of Madame Simone Renaud, who dedicated her life to sending pictures and cor-
respondence, as well as tending the graves of the American families who lost sons, hus-
bands and brothers in the liberation of France. Among these fallen soldiers was Brigadier
General Theodore Roosevelt Jr.; while placing flowers at his grave, Madame Renaud’s
photograph was taken and published by Life Magazine.  Afterwards, hundreds of letters
were written to her from other American soldiers’ families requesting she place flowers
and send photographs of their son’s graves (one of which is pictured below). Included in
many of these letters to Madame Renaud were photographs of these young American sol-
diers in uniform.  

Producer Doug Stebleton, C.E.O. of Kid Gloves Productions, in the course of his
research for his documentary, discovered a poem (at right), written by Madame Simone
Renaud.  The poem expressed Madame Renaud’s gratitude for the generosity shown by
the citizens of Locust Valley, who under the leadership of Mrs. Martha Ferguson

Breasted formed “Operation Democracy,” and adopted Madame Renaud’s town of Ste .-
Mere-Eglise.  Citizens of Locust Valley, through Operation Democracy provided aid to
Ste.-Mere-Eglise, sending clothes, medical supplies, school textbooks, candy, shortening
and toys.

The gathering had another special purpose: it brought together for the first time
Maurice Renaud (pictured on the cover of The Leader), son of Madame Renaud;
Isabella Breasted, daughter of Mrs. Martha Ferguson Breasted;  and Ted Roosevelt IV,
whose grandfather’s grave was tended by Madame Renaud, whose lives were connected
with people and events of so long ago.  Maurice spent much of his time as a young boy
helping his mother tend the graves of American soldiers and was sometimes pho-
tographed with the cross, marking a soldier’s grave to send back to the soldier’s family.
At the same time, Isabella was helping her mother gather and box items to send to Ste.-
Mere-Eglise.  As a young child she recalled thinking that perhaps they shouldn’t be send-
ing so much candy overseas, only to be reminded by her mother that she could go buy

sweets anytime, whereas the children of  Ste.-Mere-Eglise could not. Maurice remem-
bers being so grateful to “Locust Valley” even though he didn’t understand at the time
what the words Locust Valley meant.  Before viewing parts of the documentary, Cathy
Soref gave a brief history of how this project came together and then read Madam
Renaud’s poem to all those
in attendance.

Maurice Renaud,
Isabella Breasted and Ted
Roosevelt IV were all
interviewed and can be
seen telling their stories in
this documentary, which
portrays the gratitude and
dedication of a most
remarkable woman,
Madame Simone Renaud.
The film will also show the
dedication ceremony,
which will take place in
Locust Valley in February
2006, displaying Madame

Renaud’s poem on a bronze plaque.  
Anyone wishing to donate to this

dedication project in honor of
Locust Valley and those who made
Operation Democracy possible, can
call LV Chamber President, Kaye
Weninger at 516.624.5578.

More photos on page 15...
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Madame Renaud “Mother of Normandy”
Documentary Gathering by Kathleen Wickham

(l to r) Theodore Roosevelt IV, Isabella Breasted and Maurice Renaud.

Above:  Kaye Weninger and
Producer Doug Stebleton

Left:  Cathy and Douglas Soref.

Locust Valley
By

Simone Renaud
Sainte-Mere-Eglise, August 1948

(Verse translation by Hoffman Nickerson)

Be bless'd indeed, dear valley overseas
Whose locust shade, entwining with our oaks

Our beeches, birches, and our apple trees,
One single love and gratitude evokes.

Our children and our grown-ups owe to you
Clothing, affection, yes and sweet surprise

From you our gifts come and from heaven too,
Sainte-Mere-Eglise gives thanks with tear-dimmed eyes.

Never can we forget your kindly aid
Our children raise their hands for you in prayer
The more because our sons with you are laid

In Norman earth together sleeping there.

Oh may the flowers we lay upon their graves
Distill their perfume on your distant air

And may the love and tenderness which saves
Be yours forever. In your gardens fair,

Remember you are dear to us who groaned
Beneath the yoke, until your heroes came
And here in France so gloriously atoned

For all our ruins with their deathless fame.

Our Holy Mother has them in her care
Who gave their blood and foremost fighting fell

That Liberty again might reappear.
Dear Locust Valley, you who know so well.

That happiness is earth's best treasure-trove
Oh, may the knowledge of our joy restored

And may the gold reflected in your love
And all our gratitude be your reward.



On Thanksgiving, in 1947, under the
leadership of Mrs. Martha Ferguson
Breasted, citizens of Locust Valley
formed "Operation Democracy" to sup-
plement the Marshall Plan in its efforts to
restore European communities recovering
from WWII.  By adopting a sister town in
France, Operation Democracy's founders
sought to provide aid with a human touch
to Ste.-Mere-Eglise, the first town to be
liberated in the Normandy Invasion, and
the initial burial site of 15,000 American
soldiers, including Oyster Bay's Brigadier
General Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.  Mrs.
Breasted was inspired by fellow Locust
Valley resident Colonel Augustin "Gus"
Hart, Jr., one of the paratroopers who had

landed on June 6th, 1944 in Ste.-Mere-Eglise, to choose that
town as the first beneficiary of Operation Democracy.  She and
her committee were dynamo grass-roots organizers.  In short
order she had enlisted the help of virtually every organization
in Locust Valley.  The list includes the children of the local pri-
vate and public schools, the American Legion, Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts, British American War Veterans, Locust Valley
Faculty Association, Locust Valley Women's Club, and the

Reformed Church, and within two weeks they had sent their first ship-
ment of Christmas candy to children long deprived of such a luxury.
A steady stream of clothes, medical supplies, school textbooks, nylon

stockings, hand-sewn layettes for new babies, Easter
jellybeans, sugar, shortening, and toys followed.  The
first of many art exhibits was given to raise funds for
new delivery room equipment at Ste.-Mere-Eglise's
hospital.

Letters of thanks poured in from children for whom
the candy had been their only Christmas presents and
Madame Simone Renaud, wife of the town's mayor--
and the person who had taken it upon herself to tend
the graves of the American soldiers, in the absence of
their families--expressed her eternal gratitude for the
postwar generosity of the people of Locust Valley in a
poem (seen on page 2). Within a year of its inception,
Operation Democracy had been taken up by 200 other
American towns, which adopted communities in
France, Holland, and Germany. 

...continued on page 15
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Operation Democracy’s Start in LV by Marion C. Wood

The welcoming sunshine had
barely poked its head through the
threatening clouds when the
crowds began to arrive at
Theodore Roosevelt Memorial
Park in the hamlet of Oyster Bay.
For the 22nd annual Oyster
Festival held on October 16 and
17, people came by cars, trains
and busses. Cars were parked on

every street in every available
space and busses brought more
visitors from the Syosset train sta-
tion as the LIRR Oyster Bay
branch saw more people in one
day than its usually does in a year.
It was the first time in eight con-
tinuous days that there was no
torrential downpour. Because of
the horrendous weather, the set-
up for the festival was held off

until Saturday morning. The misty
start of the festival began with the annual Supervisor's 5-K bicycle race that
wove through streets of Oyster Bay and Mill Neck.

On Saturday, ten contestants competed in the famous oyster shucking
contest. Each contestant was provided with knives, aprons, gloves and
unopened oysters from Frank M. Flower and Sons Oyster Company. The
winner of the shucking contest was David Mahken of Long Beach who

opened 34 oysters in the allotted
time of four minutes. Lelis
Bonilla of Oyster Bay came in
second shucking 30 oysters.

There were 12 contestants
including one woman in the
Oyster Eating Contest. For the
seventh consecutive time,
Michael Chodkowski of
Hicksville proved to be the best
by gulping down 156 oysters in

two minutes. David Israel
and John McDonnell of
Oyster Bay tied for second
place. 

...continued on page 17

Weather Holds Out for 22nd Oysterfest by Sally Bandow

Above:  Winner of the Oyster
Shucking contest.

Michael Chodkowski (above,
on left) and below after win-

ning the Oyster Eating
Contest.

Oyster shucking

Above: Madame Simone Renaud places flowers at the grave
Theodore Roosevelt Jr.

Above:  Mrs. Martha Feruson
Breasted and two of her children.
Left:  Martha Breasted (center) at

Operation Democracy clothing drive.
Below: Helen Karlin boxes clothes to

send to Ste.-Mere-Eglise. Photo courtesy of the Renaud familyPhoto courtesy of the Renaud family..

Photo courtesy of Isabella BreastedPhoto courtesy of Isabella Breasted

Photo courtesy of LPhoto courtesy of LVV
Historical SocietyHistorical Society

Photo courtesy of LPhoto courtesy of LVV Historical SocietyHistorical Society



20TH ANNIVERSARY OF NATIONAL
BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

To the Editor:

As National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month celebrates its 20th anniversary this
October, it is important that we remember
those who have lost their lives to the dis-
ease and celebrate breast cancer survivors.
However, we must also keep in mind the
critical steps that can be taken to prevent
and treat this disease. Early detection and
proper treatment will help ensure that the
lives of our mothers, grandmothers, sisters,
wives, daughters, friends and co-workers
will not be claimed by this deadly disease. 

Fortunately, over the last 20 years we
have made immeasurable strides toward
protecting women and defeating breast
cancer. The National Breast Cancer
Organization reports that two million
women are living as breast cancer sur-
vivors in the United States today, showing
that breast cancer survivorship is at an all-
time high. According to a study released
by the American Cancer Society about 90
percent of breast cancer cases are now
being detected before spreading to other
parts of the body, which indicates that
more women are being screened for this
disease regularly. This statistic suggests
that measures like the landmark law the
Assembly passed mandating that insurers
pay for annual mammograms and cervical
cancer screenings in women age 40 and
older (Ch. 554 of 2002) can help with the
fight against breast cancer.

It is also important to help protect those
who are surviving breast cancer. That's
why I helped pass a law (Ch. 414 of 2005)
creating outreach programs and wellness
education on lymphedema - a chronic con-

dition often occurring after cancer treat-
ment, surgery or trauma. Health care facil-
ities are encouraged to place a bright pink
wrist band on patients affected arm, alert-
ing hospital personnel that the arm should
not be used for blood pressure screenings,
intravenous infusion injections or blood
tests. 

While we have made notable advances
to protect the women of New York, work is
still being done. As an example this year, I
supported legislation to: ban insurance
companies from discriminating against
individuals based on genetic information
about the insured individual and his/her
family (A.720); guarantee that the State
will match any bequest, grant or gift to the
Breast Cancer Research and Education
Fund (A.2323); and expand Medicaid to
cover treatment for breast and cervical
cancer for anyone diagnosed through the
Center for Disease Control Early
Detection and Prevention program, as pro-
vided on the local level through the
Healthy Women Partnership Program

(A.4472).  
A breast cancer diagnosis can be a

frightening and traumatic experience.
However, screenings and early discoveries
of the disease have proven to be life-sav-
ing. Regrettably, too many women are not
screened often enough or early enough.
Here are a few helpful breast cancer
resources: Y-ME National Breast Cancer
Organization at 800-221-2141 or www.y-
me.org/ ; and  Adelphi New York
Statewide Beast Cancer Hotline and
Support Program at 800-877-8077 or
www.adelphi.edu/nysbreastcancer.

I strongly encourage women to take all
possible measures to protect themselves
from the threats of this dreadful disease.
Early diagnosis and other preventative
measures accompanied by correct treat-
ment can help save lives. Please contact
my office at (516) 676-0050 for more
information on early detection programs
and support, as well as outreach programs
for breast cancer survivors. 

Assemblyman Charles Lavine

Page 4   The Leader  October 19, 2005

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: We encourage our readers to express their view regardless of opinion, through the Letters to the Editor column. Letters published repre-
sent the viewpoint of our readers. They do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Leader and, in fact, may be of opposite viewpoint. Letters should be typed and
mailed or emailed to the editor's attention. Letters will be edited for length, clarity and accuracy. All letters should be signed and contain author’s address and telephone
number for verification. Although it is discouraged, we will withhold an author's name if the subject matter is sensitive or the writer may be subject to intimidation or
harassment. Letters that contain accusations or important “facts” must demonstrate knowledge in the area described or show evidence for their writing. The Leader will
not return letters and reserves the right to publish them at a later time or not at all, due to lack of space or editor’s discretion.

DANIEL GOODSTEIN
Managing Editor

KATHLEEN WICKHAM
Associate Editor/Creative Director

Columnist
BRIAN BRENNAN

JENNIFER SEIT
Design Editor

Sports Columnist 
DAN BRENNAN

Copyrightc 2004 Lally Communications, Inc. All rights reserved. Material appearing herein may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed in any form. Copying part or all of the editori-
al or graphic arts in any machine readable form, making multiple printouts thereof or other uses of the work product contained herein is expressly prohibited and is inconsistent with all applicable
copyright laws. Advertisers purchase space and circulation only. All property rights to any advertisements produced for the advertisers by Lally Communications, Inc. using art work and/or typogra-
phy furnished or arranged by Lally Communications, Inc. shall be the property of Lally Communications, Inc. No such ad or any part thereof may be reproduced or assigned without the express writ-
ten consent of Lally Communications, Inc. Lally Communications, Inc. assumes no financial responsibility for errors beyond the cost of the actual space occupied by the error.     Entered as Periodical
postage matter paid at the U.S. Post Office at Locust Valley, N.Y. September 12, 1946 under the Act of March 3, 1879. Subscription $24 per yr. $42 - 2 yrs.This newspaper will not be liable for errors
appearing in any advertisment beyond the cost of space occupied by the advertisement.POSTMASTER: Add. changes to P.O. Box 468, Locust Valley, N.Y. 11560

Education Columnist
LISA E. MCLOUGHLIN

LALLY COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
Publisher
TEL: (516) 676-1434
FAX: (516) 671-7442
News@TheLeaderOnline.com

Sales
MARJORIE JENKINS

SALLY BANDOW
Director of Sales

Columnist
CHRISTINE ROBERTS

Letters should be timely and brief, preferably less than 250
words. They will be edited for length, clarity and accuracy.  Because
of the volume of mail, we cannot acknowledge or return unpublished
letters. To get your letter published, write to The Leader, P.O. Box
468, 11 Oyster Bay Rd., Locust Valley, NY, 11560, email news@the-
leaderonline.com or fax them to 516-671-7442.

Have Issues?
WE WANT TO
HEAR YOU!!!
Contact Us:

news@theleaderonline.com
Phone: 516-676-1434

Fax: 516-671-7442
11 Oyster Bay Road

Locust Valley, NY 11560

EDITORIAL
STE.-MERE-EGLISE

This week's edition of The Leader fea-
tures an almost forgotten story of sacrifice
and selfless devotion. We normally reserve
this space for a discussion and analysis of
contemporary events, however when this
story from the past surfaced, we were com-
pelled to revisit that time and renew our
acquaintance with the players who gave life
to this great human drama. We hope our
readers will agree with our assessment.

Near the western shores of France the
province of Normandy harbors the small
village of Ste.-Mere-Eglise, which is
described in Stephen E. Ambrose’s book D-
Day as, “a quiet little village with a couple
of hundred stone houses.  The town square
built around a grey Norman church, con-
tained the usual Norman shops...  It was a
village in which nothing much of conse-
quence had happened for ten centuries.” --
that is until June 6,1944.  Ste.-Mere-Eglise
was immortalized in the 1962 Darryl F.
Zanuck movie, "The Longest Day." The
first wave of U.S. assault troops to set foot
on Fortress Europe on June 6, 1944 was the
505th Parachute Infantry Regiment of the
82nd Airborne Division of The United
States Army. In the movie, the unforget-
table scene of Red Buttons’ parachute
becoming entangled on the spire of the Ste.-
Mere-Eglise village square church depicted
an actual event. Ste.-Mere-Eglise achieved
the distinction of becoming the first French
village to be liberated by the Allied inva-
sion forces. 

The greatest naval armada that the world
has ever known discharged men and mate-
rial on the beaches of Normandy and after a
seemingly endless day for those who partic-
ipated in this historic event, it finally ended
with a breakout into the French country-
side. The fallen were thereafter gathered
and were temporarily interred in Ste.-Mere-
Eglise and it was here that this story began. 

To read the emotion-charged letter of a
bereaved father who lost his son, which is
in part reproduced in this edition, wherein
he speaks of his wife being "heartbroken
over the loss of this boy" and asking
Madame Renaud for help is in itself heart-
breaking. To read the passages in the poem
composed by this compassionate woman
who expresses such gratitude to the libera-
tors, who now rest in common Norman soil
with the sons of France, is moving.

This is a story that should be told and
retold for it is a story of ordinary people
who gain a degree of immortality as a result
of their mutual respect, love and sacrifice.

NEED A FRESH START
GOOD CREDIT BAD CREDIT

1st or 2nd Mortgage, Consolidation, Re-financing,
Business or All Purpose Loans.

Call today for fast results.
Toll Free 1-866-517-4484
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Pictured right: Theodore Roosevelt Jr.’s funeral at 
Ste.-Mere-Eglise July 14, 1944.

Below: Theodore Roosevelt Jr. in Ste.-Mere-Eglise, 
June 1944.

Above:  Mayor Alexandre Renaud and Madame Simone Renaud pose with an American soldier while young
Maurice Renaud waits in the background.

Below left:  Madame Renaud speaks with General Eisenhower in front of the church in Ste. Mere Eglise in
1963 for the CBS documentary D-Day Plus 20 years..

It is actually Madame Renaud's poem that brought to light this
chapter in Locust Valley's history.  It was uncovered by Producer
Doug Stebleton, C.E.O. of Kid Gloves Productions, in the course
of his research for a documentary on Madame Renaud's lifelong
dedication to the families whose sons, husbands, brothers had
died to free her country.   A photograph in the August 7, 1944 edi-
tion of Life magazine of her tending Teddy Roosevelt Jr.'s grave
resulted in hundreds of requests from bereft families, asking her
to take similar care of their lost sons' graves, and to send them
each a bit of the earth, some tangible evidence of the young men's
resting places.  She became their surrogate mother; she took her
sons to the graves, photographed them praying over her "heroes,"
left bouquets of fresh flowers by each cross.   Those pictures and
rose petals from the bouquets accompanied the letters of sympa-
thy and comfort she composed for five to eight hours every day.
Inevitably, her kindness inspired yet more letters, requiring yet
more answers; so for the next forty years she continued to corre-
spond with families in forty-eight states.  Her love for the young
men whose photographs and life stories crowded her desk never
dimmed, and she was determined to teach future generations that
"freedom is never free."

Mr. Stebleton discovered the connection between his subject
and Locust Valley after visiting his friends, Douglas and Cathy
Soref, and reporting to Madame Renaud's son, Maurice, that he
had been here.  Maurice Renaud's response was, "I know Locust
Valley.  Locust Valley was a very good thing.  After the war they
sent us candy and clothes.  Locust Valley was our Santa Claus."

In celebration of Locust Valley's Operation Democracy, the

Chamber of
Commerce plans to
install a bronze
plaque of Madame
Renaud's poem and
a brief description
of Operation
Democracy at a site
in Locust Valley.
The Chamber's Kay
Weninger is in dis-
cussions with the
Town of Oyster Bay
Supervisors over the
best location, but
the plaque is already
in production.
Maurice Renaud
and Isabella
Breasted, Martha
Breasted's daughter,
hope to attend the
dedication ceremo-
ny, and Mr.
Stebleton intends to
film it for inclusion in his documentary.  He was here last week
conducting interviews with participants in Operation Democracy
and with local historians on Theodore Roosevelt Jr.'s life.

Operation Democracy’s Start in LV continued from page 3...

Above:  Young Isabella Breasted, who
helped her mother gather provisions

for Operation Democracy, at the fami-
ly farm on Factory Pond Road.

Madame Renaud Documentary continued from page 2

Above:  The Renaud’s on Utah Beach, June 16, 1944,  ten days after the
Normandy Invasion.

Photo courtesy of Isabella Breasted.Photo courtesy of Isabella Breasted.

Photos courtesy of the Renaud familyPhotos courtesy of the Renaud family..


